House Assassination Panel 

Rapidly U^ng Up Its Budget 

By Goerge Laraner Jr. Thompson indicated that it does. 


Washington Post Staff Writer 

The House Select Committee on 
Assassinations is running out of 
money at a rather rapid rate. 

It got $150,000 — For a projected 
staff of 28 people — shortly after it 
was created in September. 

It has hired 43 people and is putting 
more on the payroll each week to get 
set for a projected two-year investiga- 
tion into the murders of President 
Kennedy in 1983 and Martin Luther 
King Jr. in 1968. 

According to committee spokesman 
Burt Chardak, the committee had obli- 
gated all but $39,900 of its nest egg by 
last Monday to pay for employees al- 
ready hired, equipment already leased 
and other bills incurred through the 
end of the year. 

According to some officials of the 
House Administration. Committee, 
that could cause problems^ 

The $150,000 is supposed to last the 
assassinations committee through Jan. 
3. It is seeking a $6.5 million budget 
for the new congressional year star- 
ing Jan. 4. 

■> t Unfortunately, says House Adminis- 
tration Chairman Frank Thompson Jr. 
(D-N.J.), there is little likelihood that 
the assassination inquiry will get its 
new budget, whatever the figure, from 
the full House before mid-February. 

What happens in the meantime Is, 
for the moment, a subject of consider- 
able confusion. The committee wall 
keep operating under a “continuing 
resolution” but the question is 
whether the spending limit of 8150,000 
applies to the continuing activity. 


The House Administration Commit- 
tee’s staff director, William H. Cable, 
was even more emphatic. He said that 
the assassination committee could not 
hope to spend more under a continu- 
ing resolution than the previous 
year’s total. The clerk of the House, 
he said, would stop paying the bills 
when the limit is reached. 

“If it were construed any other 
way,” he said, “that would just totally 
violate the intent of Congress/’ 

The staff of the assassinations com- 
mittee, from chief counsel Richard A. 
Sprague down, is of a different per- 
suasion. 

“Say our payroll for a month is run- 
ning at $100,000 on Jan. 3 and travel 
and stationery and other items are 
costing an additional amount per 
month; we might wind up spending 
$150,000 or it might be $200,000,” said 
Thomas Howarth, the assassinations 
committee’s budget officer. 

“No way,” said Cable. 

Informed of the disagreement, Spra- 
gue promptly announced he was as- 
signing a staff attorney to look into 
the matter. Chardak said their inter- 
pretation had been based on advice by 
outside counsel, including one lawyer 
from the House Administration Com- 
mittee, but in case it was mistaken, he 
said, a special continuing resolution 
might be so worded to lift the $140,- 
000 limit. 

The House is still clucking over the 
committee’s proposed $6.5 million 
budget, which would apparently make 
it the most expensive investigation 
Congress as ever undertaken, but no 
loud voices have been raised in oppo- 
sition yet. Speaker-designate Thomas 
P* (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) indicated 
that he will maintain an air neutral- 
ity. 

Asked about the budget request in 
his office Friday afternoon, O’Neill j 
just rolled his eyes toward the ceiling i 
and said: “Pshewww. The figures are j 
staggering.” I 

But then he quickly waved reportrs | 
off. An aide interjected, “We’ll let the j 
House work its will, right?” j 

“Yeah,” O’Neill said. | 



